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instance, might easily describe the general trend of the history of his nation, and the consequences to be drawn from it, in the following terms : cc While we are an essentially agricultural nation, we have, since the thirteenth century, been exposed to German urban and later industrial expansion., while on the other hand our aristocracy, the leading stratum in the evolution of our national civilisation, has been bent upon ruling over Ukrainian, Byelorussian and Lithuanian peasants. Therefore, if we desire to preserve our traditional way of life, we are bound to an anti-German as well as to an anti-Russian policy, the more so as the Soviet and, in the event of a German revolution, the Western socialist systems also are bound to cause our traditional social order to disintegrate. Being necessarily opposed to both our neighbours, each of them a first-class Great Power, we have to take from them as much territory as we can and, moreover, to seek support to case our position, in any case a difficult one."
Such a statement would describe, as honestly as is possible in a few sentences, the traditional trend of Polish as distinct from, say, Czech l policy.    But, being conditioned by cc our traditional way of life ", it could not command the unconditional support of the whole Polish nation.    Therefore it might be simplified into another statement that still contains as high a degree of truth as the text-book interpretations of the history of other nations : cc Germans and Russians are our traditional enemies ;  we must therefore be on our guard against them both".    The second statement is insufficient from the scientific point of view, for it describes as permanent a position of the Polish nation that is bound to continue only so long as that nation is essentially agricultural, and therefore unable to meet German industrial expansion on equal terms, and is governed by an aristocracy which has past traditions and future aspirations of ruling the peoples east of ethnographical Poland, and is therefore bound to collide with them.    Once these conditions are accepted as self-evident, as they certainly are by people brought up with a purely traditional conception of national history, the political consequences drawn in the first form of the above statement seem to be essential conditions for the survival of the Polish nation.   A Ukrainian or, on the other side, a German nationalist statement would run the reverse way : the Poles would be opposed by the Ukrainians as traditional oppressors, and by the Germans as " born serfs " who do not know their place.   The close connection of East
1 See above, pp. 160-1.